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About the Conference

In 2009, the Canadian Cancer Research Alliance (CCRA
published the first parCanadian Cancer Research Strate
that aimed to enhance collaborative action and planning
cancer research at a pa@anadian level. During

consultations that led to the development of the strategy
need was expressed by researchers for a national cance
research meeting in Canada.

The inaugural Canadian Cancer Research Conference (
was held from November 230, 2011 in Toronto, Ontario.
The goals of the conference were to showcase research
efforts in Canada, create an opportunity to connect with the
Lot AO YR YSRAI {2

provide a means for funding agencies
to connect with their research
communities.

In addition to the Scientific Program,
a Community Forum was held prior to
the opening plenary session. The
Community Forum provided
opportunities for nonscientists to
learn about progress made through
cancer research and new research

B directions, and to ask questions of

’ some leading researchers.

NEBLI2NI 2y GKS AYLI O

27T



PAGE 2

CCRC BY
THE
NUMBERS

© plenary sessions

9 poster

discussion sessions

18plenary

speakers

19 symposium

sessions

38poster

discussion session
speakers

84 symposium

speakers

513poster

presenters

573 abstract

submissions

991 conference

attendees

Registration and Attendance

The CCRC was wattended: of the initial 1032 people pnegistered for the conference,

991 attended (an attendance rate of 96.0%).

Given that the
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conference was 700
held in Toronto, it
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was not surprising
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that the majority of g 500
conference g 400
attendees were 5
from Ontario. 3 300
. £
However, it is also | 3 200

important to note 100

that all provinces
were represented
at the conference
(Figure 3. In
addition to the
coastto-coast

distribution of Canadian attendees, several international participants also attended the

conference (N=21).

AGURE. DSTRIBUTIORFCONFEREN@H TENDEESY
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Representatives

from governmen
or nonprofit j\
organizations,
107

Industry, 6

. Trainees,

: Academic research suppo

independent staff, and
professors

emeriti, 490,

investigators, 377

Attendees of the conference
also varied by registration
category Figure 2. Just
under half of attendees were
trainees with another 35%
being academic independent
investigators.

Note: CCRC staff members (N=11) are not included in this figure.
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Conference Highlights

EXECUTIVE

The Scientific Program featured a combination of plenary sessions, symposium sessions, Z LRI

poster discussion sessions, and poster sessions which provided attendees opportunities tGEEECACAVAARNRN=S
showcase their work, while also promoting discussion among participants.

Elizabeth Eisenhauer
(Chair)

Mario Chevrette
Stuart Edmonds
Patricia Falzon
Nancy Kreiger*
Victor Ling
Pascale McGregor**

David Malkin

Morag Park

. . . . Michael Wosnick
Plenary sessions were designed to provide overviews of cancer research. Speakers were

selected from across Canada and represented the entire spectrum of cancer research.
Plenary sessions covered the following topics: Personalized Medicine to PoptBased
Strategies; Screening and Early Detection; Prevention: From SNPs to Policy; Survivorship JMEGLEEIAEEEIE:
The Next Frontier of Cancer Research; and New Frontiers in Cancer Research. The Futur@eRUeEE il CgN
Cancer Research: An International Perspective, featuring keynote speakers Dr. Harold McLaughlin
Varmus and Dr. René Bernards, provided attendees with opportunities to hear about

. . **Previously represented
progress in research from the United States and Europe. s

by Tom Hudson

The 19 symposium sessions were developed to collectively cover the entire spectrum of
cancer research, from basic discovery research to health services research, and from
prevention to palliative/end of life care. These included Metabolic Disorders; Biological
Adapted Therapy: Lessons Learned from Prostate and Breast Cancer; Environment and
Cancer; PatienReported Outcomes and Cancer CaExamples from Across the Cancer
Care Continuum; Progress and Challenges in Breast Cancer; Clinical Trials Showcase; C4
Cohorts: Their Promise and Delivery; Cancer Initiating Cells; Tackling Complex Problems
with Simple Organisms; Effective Cancer Systems; Emerging Therapeutics: Detect, Decidg
and Destroy; Personalized Medicine: From Discovery and Validation to Implementation;
/' yOSNI {Iya CNRBYGASNRAY /IylIRIFIQa w2ftS Ay
Care; Tumour Microenvironment; The Optics of Omics; Canadian Cancer Prevention
Research Strategy; Personalized Medicine: Education, Ethics, and Economics; and Emerg
Therapeutics: Drugs. Symposium sessions provided a maiepith look at current

research activity in Canada. While many symposium speakers were invited by chairs to
speak, 26 symposium speakers were selected for oral presentations based on their abstra
submissions.




