
MMYY STORYY 

I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2011 and had a lumpectomy followed by radiation in 2012 at Sunnybrook 
Health Sciences Centre in Toronto. Like other people who have had a cancer diagnosis, I continue to ask: WHAT’SS NEXTT 

What do I hope to learn as I expand my advocacy work:

How can I as a patient advocate help support research to move from the local to the 
global? 

How can I help to encourage diverse representation of patient research advocates and 
cancer science teams?

How can global collaborations among patient research advocates be facilitated? 

Let’s continue to work together on the 
growth of collaborative partnerships!

THANKK YOUU TOO RESEARCHERSS FORR WHATT YOUU HAVEE DONEE ANDD  
YOURR CONTINUEDD PASSIONATEE WORKK FORR CANCERR PATIENTS,,  

THEIRR FAMILIES,, ANDD COMMUNITIESS 

My journey as a patient advocate...

2012 Local: Fund-raising for breast cancer research

2016 Local: Working as a patient/family advisor at the Odette Cancer Centre in 
Toronto

2019 Provincial: Working as a patient/family advisor at Ontario Health Cancer 
Care Ontario

20200 Provincial: Working as a patient partner at the Ontario Institute for Cancer 
Research

20233 Federal: Participating in the Patient Involvement in Cancer Research 
Program through the Canadian Cancer Research Alliance 
 
20244 International: Participating in the AACR Scientist-Survivor Program

Bringing back 
information to 

our 
communities

Growthh off Collaborativee Partnershipss 
An Advocate’s Aspiration for Improved, Global Approaches to Cancer Research

Vivian Simbul Sim, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

ALIGNINGG PRIORITIES 

Amplifyingg Impact:: Leveragingg Cancerr Researchh too Enhancee thee Healthh off Canadianss 

Telll Uss Moree About.... 

Global cancer control

Beneficial applications 
of artificial intelligence

Preventing and 
treating metastasis

How did I get cancer in the first place?

Is it still there?

Will it recur? And if so, will it spread?

How will my loves ones be affected?
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