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Well, maybe not measuring impact…

• Specifically impact in health policy and guidelines
• Will talk a little bit about what we mean
• … and at a high level, what we’ve learned
• Then will show you Sage Policy Profiles, a free tool that 

makes this  data available to individual researchers



Overton

• Overton is  a full text grey literature search & 
indexing database that focuses on 
government policy

• ~ 13.5M documents, from governments, 
IGOs, think tanks & policy orientated NGOs 
in 180+ countries

• We identify the scholarly researchers  and 
outputs  being cited or acknowledged by 
policy documents



• White papers from government departments
• Draft bills, reports  and guidance
• Legislative transcripts  from committees or parliaments
• Clinical guidelines



Policy citation indexes map references, name mentions etc. in policy 
documents to research outputs (and from there to universities, 
funders etc.)





At what point does a citation become impact?
Step 1 - citation

Step 2 - impact? Step 2 – impact? Step 2 - impact?



Impact is subjective, focus is generally on 
qualitative analysis & narratives

• …. we agree with this  approach
• But hard data & numbers are useful to

• Evidence claims
• Track change (success?) over time
• Indicate where qualitative expert time is  best spent



Conceptually it’s not a million miles away 
from citations in journals…

• But in practice very different.
• Three differences to bear in mind:

• There is  no comprehensive public record of policy
• Knowledge brokers  and intermediaries  are very 

important
• Policymakers cite local



Publicly available documents

I t l d t



Direct relationships with research do exist

is cited by



But second order citations more common

cites cites

“translation” steps



Governments tend to cite local

University of Melbourne
University of Sydney

Australian National University

Harvard
Stanford

University of Washington

Stockholm University
Uppsala University

Lund University

University of Sao Paolo
University of Brasilia

University of Minas Gerais

Source: Overton.io database, July 2022

In government policy from…

The three most cited universities  are…



Sage Policy Profiles
https://policyprofiles.sagepub.com/

• Sign up and select your publications (or use ORCID)
• See policy citations and mentions to your work
• Free to use

https://policyprofiles.sagepub.com/


Dashboards change based on volume of data



Thank you!

Happy to take questions….

https://policyprofiles.sagepub.com/
http://www.overton.io/

https://policyprofiles.sagepub.com/
http://www.overton.io/
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